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SERMON. 


Acts iv. 23.—And being let go, 
they went to their own company.— 


Ir is a common, but just obser- 
tation, that “aman is known by 
the company he keeps.” We are 
always predisposed to judge of a 
man’s character by his usual asso- 
ciates. If he associates with good 
men ; we suppose him to be sober, 
honest and discreet: but if he as- 
sociates with men of corrupt minds 
and dissolute morals ; we, at once, 
suppose that he sustains the same 
character. Hence it is, that Christ- 


ians manifest the peculiar traits of 


their character, by associating to- 
gether as the disciples of the meek 


and lowly Jesus. This is striking- 


ly exemplified in the conduct of 


Peter and John, who were appre- 
hended for healing the impotent 
man, at the beautiful gate of the 
temple. The rulers not being able 
to find any thing, in the apostles, 
worthy of blame, or punishment, 
were constrained to threaten, and 
then dismiss them. Accordingly, 
they peremptorily commanded them 
not to speak in the name of Jesus. 
But Peter and John answered, 
with boldness, that they “ought to 
obey God rather than man.” “ So, 
when they had further threatened 
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them, they let them go, finding 
nothing how they might punish 
them, because of the people: for 
all men glorified God for that which 
was done. For the man was above 
forty years old, on whom this mira- 
cle of healing was shewed. Ard 
being let go, they went to their own 
company, and reported all that the 
chief priests and elders had said 
unto them.” The company, to 
which the apostles so soon resort- 
ed, after being dismissed by the 
counsel of examination, consisted 
of persons of their own character. 
These were the other disciples of 
Christ, and, like Peter and John, 
were zealous preachers of the gos- 
pel. In view*of this conduct of 
the two apostles, then, we must 
readily draw the following conclu- 
sion : 

Mankind choose to associate with 
those of their own character. In 
pursuing the subject, I shall, first, 
attempt to prove the doctrine ; and, 
secondly, shew why mankind choose 
to associate with those of their own 
character. 

I. IT am to prove that mankind 
choose to associate with those of 
their own character. This is evi- 
dent, 

1. From general observation. 
We see mankind, of different re- 
lations, stations and professions, 





» 6 


uniformly seeking the society of 


time and 
rar cf 
I he rich 


with the 


their several classes, as 
opportunity will admit. 
do not seek to 
poor, nor the poor with the rich ; 
but each desires the company 


assocfate 


ol 
those, whom he considers in near- 
ly equal standing with 
Though this distinction Is not so 
in in many 
other lands ; yet, the principle, to 
a greater or less degree, character- 


himself. 


obvious our own as 


ises the whole face of communi- 
ty. Notonly so, with 
poverty and riches, but the prin- 
ciple is strictly observed with ré- 
spect to occupation and profession. 
The farmer, the mechanic, the 
merchant, the attorney, the phy- 
sician, and the divine, 
opportunity to associate and con- 


respect to 


each seek 
verse with those of their own em- 
ployment or profession. To this, 
both experience and observation 
abundantly testify. But the truth 
of the sentiment is still more strik- 
ingly exemplified in moral charac- 
fer, to which our subject is intended 
chiefly to apply. True religion 
tends to destroy the petty distine- 
tions of occupation and profession 
and to unite all who embrace it, 
in the pursuit of one grand and 
glorious object. Christians — will 
seek the society of Christians ; and, 
united in this, they will banish ev- 
ery thing, both in profession and 
external circumstances, which tend- 
ed to divide their affections, or de- 
stroy their peace. Though they 
may, occasionally, be obliged 
meet with those who sustain dif- 
ferent moral characters, while call- 
ed, by Divine Providence, to pur- 
sue the avocations of this life ; yet, 
like the disciples of old, @s soon as 
they are let go, they will resort “to 
their own company.” While this is 
the case with Christians, if is also 
true with respect tothe openly vicious 
and profane. The drunkard loves the 
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society of drunkards, better than 
any other; the gambler associates 
with persons of his own stamp; the 
swearer is best pleased 
with companions of the same law- 
less tongues and malignant hearts 
So of the sabbath-breaker, the de- 

licentious of ev- 
ery description. Where will 
find the immoral and profane, seek- 
ing to associate with the truly so- 
ber and religious ? Or where will 
you find the truly sober and relig- 
jous, seeking to associate with the 
profane? Though they 
providentially 
each re- 


protane 
i 


bauchee, and the 
you 


immoral and 


may, sometimes, 

meet; yet let 
sorts, immediately, to his own com- 
‘ ‘The Christian cannot rest 
contented, till he finds some of the 
followers of Jesus, to whom he can 


being go, 


any. 


| 
i 
( 


unbosom his soul, and with whom 
he can hold sweet and heavenly 
communion. So, the drunkard, 
the profane swearer, the gambler 
the licentious of every description, 
rest till each 
as bad, or worse than him- 


cannot easy, finds 
persons 
self, with whom he can waste his 
precious time, and run in the ways 
Is it for this 
purpose, that persons may find and 
associate with of their own 
vicious and profligate characters, 
that so many idle away their prec- 
1ous time in houses of public resort 
and entertainment? Is it not for 
this purpose, that so many frequent 


the crowds of the profane and li- 


of destruction. not 


those 


centious ? that so many flock to 
the alley and gaming table? that 
so many in the the 
scornful,’ and walk in the way of 
the ungedly ? Would persons go to 
if they could find 
none of their own character, with 
whom they could associate ? Ob- 


‘ sit seat of 


those places, 


servation, experience and fact, an- 
Men do not 
they 
always expect. and ! os 
aways expect, and wish, to m 


swer in the negative. 


go to haunts of vice alone; 
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their companions in wickedness. 
The careless and stupid will shun, 


and 


even hide from the presence 
of the pious and godly; but they 
will associate freely and cheerful- 
ly with persons as stupid and care- 
less as themselves. Universal ob- 
servation then testifies, that man- 
kind choose to associate with those 
of their own character. But, 

2. The truth of this sentiment 
is evident from the holy scriptures 
We are informed, in our text, that 
when the apostles were let go, 
“ they went to their own et mpany.’ 
‘They had opportunity to renounce 
their religion, if they chose, 
secure the favour the 


rulers. But they chose rather to 


and to 


of Jewish 


suffer affliction with the people of 
God, than to enjoy the pleasures of 


favour of the wicked 
The Bible constantly 
mankind, as, spontaneously resort- 


sin, or the 


represents 
i 


which sustains a 


ing to company 
character f 
cordingly, it is written, “ Blessed is 


‘ 


like themselves ic- 


that walketh not in the 


counsel of the ungodly, nor stand- 


tne man 


eth in the way of sinners, nor sit- 
teth in the seat of the scornful.’— 
the court 
Pharaoh and went with the people 
of God. David the 
righteous, as the excellent of the 
earth, and desired make them 
his constant This 
was one reason, 


Moses abandoned 


esteemed 


to 
companions. 
why he 
‘1 was glad when they 


declared, 
said unto 
me, Let us go into the house of the 
Lord ” 


Hence, in the same con- 


nexion, he speaks of Jerusalem, 
“ Kor my brethren and companions’ 
sakes, 1 will now say, 
within thee.” Such is a promi- 
nent characteristick, given of the 
righteous in the holy seriptures.— 
On the other hand, the wicked are 
invariably represented as cleaving 
to associates of their own vile af- 
fections and accursed 


Peace he 


pract ices.— 


of 


o* 
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Accordingly, God says of them, 
in the fiftieth Psalm, “‘ When thou 
sawest a thief, then thou consent- 
edst with him, and hast been par- 
taker with adulterers.” These 
representations are full of meaning, 
and clearly teach, that every per- 
son is best pleased with compan- 
ions of his own character, whether 
virtuous or vicious. I proceed to 


show, 


Il. Why mankind always choose 
to a of their 
own character. 


ssociate with those 


1. Persons of the same charac- 
ter have similar views and feelings. 
‘The views and feelings of mankind, 
or their exercises of heart. consti- 
tute their moral character. It is 
true of every person, that “as he 
thinketh in his heart, so is he.’— 
Holy or benevolent views and feel- 
ings, moral charac- 
and unholy, 
or selfish views and feelings, con- 
character of the 
The views and 


constitute the 
ter of the righteous: 


stitute the moral 


wicked, feelings 
ot 


moral c} 


persons, who sustain the same 
aracters, then, must be, in 
The right- 
views and 
feelings respecting God themselves, 
and their They 
regard the glory of God with su- 
preme affection, and their 
neighbour as themselves. They 
all to the two first 
and creat commandments. So of 
the wicked. ‘Though their views 
and feelings are in direct opposi- 
yet 
they all, essentially, resemble one 
another. However different the 
situations and of wicked 
be, one from another ; 
they all, essentially, correspond in 
their unholy exercises, or moral ac- 
tions. The views and feelings of 
all drunkards are essentially the 
same. The views and feelings of 


all respects, similar. 
eous all have the same 
fellow-creatures. 

love 
obey 


tion to those of God’s people ; 


stations 
men may 





oe 
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all sabbath-breakers, are essential- 
ly the same. The views and feel- 
ings of all gamblers, are essentially 
the same. The and feel- 
ings of all profane swearers, are es- 
sentially the same. The views 
and feelings of all liars, and thieves, 
and extortioners, and revilers, and 
covetous, or idolatrous persons, are 
essentially the same. Hence, it is 
written, “ As face answereth to 
face in water, so the heart of man 
‘to man.” Now, since this is the 
case, that persons of the same char- 
acter, have, essentially, the same 
views and feelings; we need not 
think it strange, that all, ‘ being let 
go, should resort to their own com- 
pany. We need not think it 
strange, that holy men should pre- 
fer the company of the godly, to 
all others, and esteem them as the 
most valuable and worthy com- 
panions of their lives. Nor need 
we think it strange, that the wick- 
ed should choose their associates 
from persons of their own charac- 
ter. We need not think it strange 
that thieves should choose to asso- 
ciate with thieves; nor that liars 
should choose to associate with li- 
ars; nor that drunkards should 
choose to associate with drunkards ; 
nor that gamblers, 
swearers, or sabbath-breakers, 
should cleave to their own com- 
pany. For these persons have all 
essentially the same views and feel- 
ings. 

2. Persons of the same charac- 
ter, pursue the same objects. As 
their desires and affections, which 
constitute their moral character, 
are the same ; nothing can prevent 
their pursuing the same ultimate 
objects. The righteous will seek 
and pursue the glory of God, and 
the highest good of the universe, 
with all their hearts; and the 
wicked will seek and pursue their 


views 


or profane 
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own self-interest, or self-gratifica- 
tion, with all their hearts. No 
reason can be assigned, why per- 
feel- 
ings, should not pursue the same 
objects. Accordingly, the right- 
eous are represented, as saying, 
‘‘Come with us, and we will do 
thee good : for the Lord hath spok- 
en good concerning Israel. O 
taste and see that the Lord is good.” 
But the wicked are represented, as 
saying, “Come with us, let us lay 
wait for blood, let us lurk privily 
for the innocent without cause: 
let us swallow them up alive, as the 
grave; and whole, as those that 
go down into the pit: we shall 
find all precious substance, we 
shall fill our houses with spoil : 
cast in thy lot among us; let us 
all have one purse.” ‘There can 
be no doubt, then, that persons of 
the same character, pursue the 
same _ ultimate But, if 
persons of the same character, pur- 
sue the same ultimate objects ; 
then itis not strange, that they 
should be pleased with each oth- 
er’s society, and wish to associate. 
It is not strange, that the righteous 
should desire to associate; for 
they are all seeking the same glo- 
rious and heavenly riches. Nor is 
it, by any means surprising, that 


sons, of the same views and 


objects. 


the wicked, of various descriptions, 


should desire to associate ; for their 
hearts are engaged in the same un- 
hallowed and grovelling pursuits. 
It is not strange, that worldlings 
should wish to associate; for their 
hearts are engaged in the pursuit 
of precisely the same objects. It 
is not strange, that the profane 
should wish to associate; for they 
all pursue the same ungodly and 
shameful course. It is not strange, 
that drunkards, and gamblers, and 
cheats, should wish to associate ; 
for their hearts are all engaged in 
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the same mean, sensual, beastly, or 
dishonest pursuits. So through all 
descriptions and classes of man- 
kind. It is not strange, that those, 
who are engaged in the same pur- 
suits, 
resort 
The conclusion 
perfectly natural. 

3. Persons of the same charac- 


should all, spontaneously, 
“to their own company.” 
and course 


are 


ter serve to strengthen each other 
in their designs and pursuits. 


No 
in any en- 
terprise or important pursuit, en- 
tirely alone. Every person desires 
some strength, support or encour- 
agement, from others. The nght- 
eous are greatly supported and 
strenethened, in their grand and 
glorious object of pursuit, by the 
mutual assistance and endearing 
company of their brethren. They 
ean run the Christian race with 
greater alacrity, engage in the 
Christian warfare with greater suc- 
ces, and make more rapid advances 
in holiness and happiness, by the 
timely aid and heavenly converse 
of their companions in holiness. So 
it ison the other hand. Nosin- 
ner wishes, or is able to stand alone. 
Every transgressor must inevitably 
sink in despair, and hide his head 
from community, it not 
his wicked associates. Place 
individual profane swearer, 
bath-breaker, drunkard, or 
bler, in society, where he could 
have none of his own character 
with whom to associate ; and what 
would he do? He would, doubtless, 
hide his head, with and 
confusion. He would re- 
form or seek a retreat the 
presence of community. ‘This has 
frequently been demonstrated, by 
the conduct of those, who shun, or 
hide from the presence of the so- 
ber, virtuous and godly, feeling 
eondemned for their own sinful 
characters, and fearing a just re- 


one wishes to engage, 


were for 
an 


sab- 


cam- 


shame 
either 
from 
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proof, for their wicked conduct.— 
But, when sinners find a multitude 
to do evil, they always feel greatly 
strengthened and encouraged in 
their vile pursuits, will ac- 
count for their wishing to associate 
with those of their own character, 
and for their unwearied exertions 
to draw others into th: 
sin and wretchedness. 

4. That 
character 
other’ s hope Ss. 


a hl 
his 


snares of 
I add, 
of the same 
ct nfirm each 


persons 
serve to 
This is a legitimate 
inference from what has been said. 
For, 
character, 


since persons of the same 
all possess th 
views and feelings; since they all 


pursue the same objects : 


Same 


and since 
they all serve to strengthen each 
other, im their pur- 
suits ; it cannot be otherwise, than 
that they should 
each other’s 


designs and 


tend to confirm 
hopes. Those, who 
co with a multitude to do evil, are 
uniformly flattered in their hopes 
of happin« ss; or, 
taining the immediate objects of 
their desire. 


at least, of ob- 


Infidels have always 
been greatly encouraged in their 
hopes, by their infidel] companions. 
The instances have been 
wicked men, in com- 
pany with their could 
boldly turn the Bible into ridicule, 
and blaspheme the sacred name of 
Jehovah ; but, when alone, would 
fall a prey to the horrours of a 
guilty conscience, and find no re- 
lief, till they again resorted to their 
infidel companions. This will ac- 
count for the unwearied exertions 
of infidels, at the present day, to 
draw multitudes into their heretical 
creed and licentious practices.— 
They pretend firmly to believe, 
that all mankind will finally be 
safe and happy. But, if they are 
sure of this, why do they use such 
exertions, to turn the scriptures in- 
to contempt and ridicule, and to 
draw others into their belief and 


numer- 


ous, where 


associates, 
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practice ? If their system be true, 
it will “not make one hair white 
or black,’ whether 
it or not. Those, 


any emorace 


who believe 


not, will finally be as safe and hap- 
py as themselves. 


Why, then, let 
should the 


me ask, y spend their 
breath, and time, and talents, mm 
compassing sea and land, that they 
may a 
doubtless, because their hopes are 
feeble, and they wish them strength- 
‘ened by a multitude, who do evil. 
The greater number they can find, 
10 their 
trines, the stronger they 
the more confirmed are their hopes. 
it is not because they feel sure, but 
because they feel so unsafe, that 
they are at such unwearied pains 
and to 
seduce the vain and giddy multi- 

They wish 

} 


their hopes and 


‘make one proselyte 


licentious doc- 


feel, and 


embrace 


to ridicule the scriptures, 


tude. to strengthen 


confirm their own 
prospects of future happiness, by 
their continual laughter at serious 
things, and the constant repetition 
of that ancient proclamation, “ ke 
shall not surely die.” 
Sufficient reasons, then, can be 


why mankind universally 
to 
their own 
the same character, 
views and 


the same objects ; 


given, 
choose associate 
character 
have similar 
feelings ; 
they strengthen 
each other, in their designs and 
pursuits; and they confirm each 
other’s hopes. This will always 
account for every one’s resorting 
‘to his own 


they pursue 


company, whenever 
time and opportunity will admit. 
IMPROVEMENT. 

1. If mankind 
ciate with those of their own char- 
acter; then it is 
judge ofthe moral character of in- 


choose to asso- 


more e@asy to 
dividuals, than is generally admit- 
ted. 
will resort to Ais own company.’— 


Hence, it is 


Every person, ‘ being let go, 


as easy to judge of a 
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man’s moral character, as it is to 


judge of the moral character of so- 


ciety. “ Actions speak louder than 
words; and a man may always be 
known by the company he keeps. 
If any person is accustomed to as- 
with the irreligious and 


profane, we need no other evidence 


sociate 


that he is irreligious 
If a 


with 


to determine, 
and 


chooses to 


profane himself. man 
drunk- 


the assurance 


associate 
ards; may have 
that he is 


{ mperance. 


we 
himself inclined to in- 
So, if a man forsakes 
the ‘soci ty of the pious and godly 
and associates with the children of 
this world, we are obliged to set 
lestitute of the re- 
ligion of Christ If a 


alse 


' 
with 


him down, as ¢ 
person is 
disposed to follow teachers, 
and to associate those, who 
ridicule the scriptures, and have 
imbibed infidel 


st assured, that 


sentiments ; we 


may re such a per- 
It is 


, who have 


son 18, an infidel. 


at heart, 
that those 


true, however 


no true religion, may, for a time 
keep company with the pious and 
godly, make a publick profession 
of religion, and, even, enter upon 
the work of the gospel ministry; 
but they willalway 
their words 

out of 


would 


s show, either by 
that they 
element.’ 
rather resort to 


or actions, 


‘are their own 


and much 
theirown company. Accordingly, 
our Saviour says, “By their fruits ye 
shall know them. Do men gather 


’ or figs of this- 


grapes of thorns 
tles?”’ Such persons, in the para- 
ble of the sower, are represented 
as flourishing for a time; but by 
and by they are offended, and fall 
away.—‘ Being Jet go, they de- 
part to their own company.” We 
frequently see this take place at 
present day. who 
have made the highest pretensions 
to sanctity, and love to the truth; 
have sustained important offices in 
the church; 


the Persons, 


and have professed to 
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toil, and weep, and pray, for the 
welfare of Christ’s 
dom ; 
portunity presents, may 
ate with those, whom they would 
not have * to with 
the dogs of their flock ;’ espouse 
the cause of liars, drunkards, ex- 
tortioners, revilers, and ‘* covenant- 
breake rs 3” 


spiritual king- 
as soon asa favourable op- 
associ- 


designed 


set 


and maimtam their 
cause, by the foulest scandal 
the vilest abuse. May 
persons be known, by their resort- 
meg ‘to their y 2? — 
“'They went out from us, but they 
were notof us ; for ifthey had been 
of us, they would no doubt have 
continued with us: but they went 
out, that they might be made man- 
ifest that they were not all of us.’’ 


It is comparatively easy, then, to 


and 


not such 


Own Compan 


judge of the moral character of 


mankind; for, “being let go,” 
each will resort immediately “¢éo 
his own company.” 


2. Since mankind 


choose to as- 
sociate with those of their own char- 
acter, we may learn why 
the brethren” should made a 
criterion of the Christian charac- 
ter. Our Saviour says, “ By this 
shall men know that 
disciples, if ye have love one to 
another.’’ The apostle John, also, 
declares, “ By this we know that 
we have passed from death unto 
life, because we love 
Ifany man say, I love God, and 
hateth his brother, 
For he that loveth not his brother, 
whom he hath seen, can he 
love God, whom he hath not seen ? 
And this commandment have we 
from him, That he who loveth God, 
loveth his brother also.”’ This isa 
proper and just for, 
our subject teaches us, that man- 
kind love, and choose to associate 
with those of their own character. 
Hence, those, who love Christians 
sincerely, because they the 


love to 


ye are ny 


I } st 
the brel aren. 


he is a ar 


how 


criterion ; 


be ar 
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image of Christ, will choose to be- 
long to their society ; and, conse- 
quently, they will afford conclusive 
evidence, that they are themselves 
the children of God. 

of t and 
standards, by which the Christian 
character can be tried, in view of 
the world. It is also, a standard, 
which our Lord has been pleased 
to give us, for the trial of ourselves 
and the character of others. Only 
let a person give decisive evidence, 


that he 


This is one 


ie obvious conclusive 


loves Christians, because 
they belong to Christ, and that he 
loves to make them his most inti- 
mate companions; and he affords 
as decisive evidence, that he is the 
friend of God, and the disciple of 
the divine Redeemer. 

3. Simee mankind choose to as- 
with their own 
character; we have no reason to 
that impenitent 
would be happy in heaven, could 
they be admitted into those bright 
and They can- 


society of saints, here 


sociate these of 


believe 


sinners 


glorious mansions. 
not bear the , 
even where there is so 
They choose 
rather to associate with persons of 
How, then 
1 they endure the pure and 
society of heaven? Take, for 


on earth; 
much imperte ction. 
their own character. 


couk 


h oly 
ex imple, the profane swearer, the 
har, the thief, the ertortioner, the 
drunkard, or any one of mankind, 
without a change of character, and 
an entire renovation of heart and 
lite, and place him in the midst of 
the paradise of God, surrounded 
by holy and no like 
with whom he could asso- 


be ings, one 


himself, 
ciate, or have the least degree of 
intercourse ;—and would he 
happy there ’—He would shrink 
from the God. He 
would shrink from the presence of 
all holy beings. He would infinite- 
ly rather “ go to his own place ;’— 
to lus own company ;”’—with his 


be 


presence of 
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own 
perdition. 

rather sink 
serve in heaven, or 
the holy 
place! But, 


He would infinitely 
down in hell, than 
be confined to 
society of that happy 
yet these persons are 
all expecting to heaven. 
They flatter themselves, that they 
may continue in sin, and yet 
finally received to the favour of 
God, and the friendship of the 
heavenly world! ‘There are multi- 
tudes, who cry “ Peace, peace, 
when there is no peace,” and 
flatter themselves and others, with 
the hope of safety; while they are 
still enemies to God and all right- 
eousness; and who would not en- 
dure the.society of holy beings for 
the price of their souls! T hey cry, 
“Ve SHALL NOT SURELY DIE 
though GOD has sworn by his ho- 
liness, that the incorrigible sHALL 
LIE DOWN IN EVERLASTING 
Row | 
4. Since mankind choose to as- 
sociate with those of their own 
eharacter, it appears highly proper 
and consistent for God to receive 
the righteous into heaven. The 
society of holy beings is that which 
they love, and greatly desire.— 
They esteem the children of God, 
as the excellent of creation, in 
whom is all their delight. These 
are their brethren and.companions, 
with whom they wish always to 
dwell. It appears perfectly fit and 
proper, then, for God to receive 
them to the blessed enjoyments, 
the holy society, and the exalted 
employments of his heavenly king- 
dom. This, Abraham said and 
felt, when he interceded for Sod- 
om: “ Wilt thou destroy the right- 
eous with the wicked? or shall 
the righteous be as the wicked? 
that be far from thee, Lord. S*ail 
not the Judge of all the earth do 
right ?” 
5. Since 


go to 


he 


SOR- 


mankind choose to as- 
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sociate with those of their own 
character; it also appears perfect- 
ly proper and just, that God 
should turn the wicked into hell, 
or send them to their own place. 
When the wicked are sent to per- 
pra they are only sent “ to their 
mon company ;’’ to their associates ‘ 
with whom they love to dwell.— 
They can surely have mo reason 
to complain, then, when God sends 
them to hell. ‘They have sufficient 
opportunity, while in a_ state of 
probation, to choose what compa- 
ny they please. But they refuse 
to go with the people of God, and 
rather to associate with 
persons of their own character. It 
is entirely just and proper, then, 
for God to send them to their own 
society, in hell. There is the 
place of their associates. There 
is the place of those, with whom 
they have always loved to dwell.— 
Accordingly, it is said of Judas, 
that he fell by transgression, “ that 
he might go to his own place.” He 
was called “the son of perdition.’’ 
Those, who go in the company of 
Judas, must expect to abide with 
him forever. Let no one pretend 
to call im question the justice of 
God, or the rectitude of his con- 
duct, when he sends sinners to the 
place of their own choice, and to 
the “ company,” which they greatly 
desire. 
Finally, 
an important lesson to both 
and sinners, 


choose 


this subject presents 


saints 
Saints are manifest- 
ing the peculiar traits of their 
character, every day of their lives ; 
and sinners are doing the same. 
Every person is forming a charac- 
ter, which must soon be exhibited 
to the view of the whole universe. 
As mankind choose to 
with those of their own character 
let never dishonour their 
profes nor the holy compan- 
, Whom they have chosen, and 


associate 


saints 
ssion. 


ions 
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with whom they may abide for ever 
in the heavenly world.—But let 
sinners, and especially false pro- 
fessors, seriously consider, that they 
are rapidly preparing themselves 
for the company of Pharaoh, and 
Ahab, and Judas, and even him, 
who “ wasa /iar from the begin- 
ning.”’—'There are those, who open- 
ly take a stand against the truth, 
and vindicate the character and 
conduct of “liars,” and “ drunk- 
ards,” and “ revilers,” and “ extor- 
tioners,” and “ false accusers,” and 
“COVENANT BREAKERS,” and “false- 
swearers,”’ and ‘‘ slanderers ;’’ none 
of whom can inherit the kingdom of 
God. Arethose, who vindicate the 
character and conduct of such per- 
sons, willing to be associated with 
them for ever? Are they willing tolie 
down with them in everlasting sor- 
row? Letthem be assured, that with- 
out repentance, and a change of 
“their company,” in this life, they 
can never enter into the heavenly 
Jerusalem ; but must be forever cast 
out, in company with “dogs, and sor- 
cerers, and whoremongers,and mur- 
derers, and idolaters, and and who- 
soever loveth and maketh a lie.” — 
AMEN. SILVANUS. 
re 
For the Hopkinsian Magazine. 

AN ILLUSTRATION OF ROMANS, XI. 36. 

Of him, and through him, and to 
him, are all things.— 

The truth of this declaration, 
rests on the inspiration and veraci- 
tv ofthe apostle. But, while, with the 
simplicity of faith,we admit its truth, 
we may, with propriety and profit, 
enquire into the meaning of it, and 
endeavour to show its consistency, 
both with the dictates of sound rea- 
son, and with other passages of sa- 
cred scripture. This will now be 
attempted, in answer to the follow- 
ing questions : 

1. What is hereto be understood 
by all things ? 


- 





2. How are all things of God? 


3. How are all things through 
God? And, 


4. How are all things te God? 


1. What is here to be understood 
by all things? 


For aught appears to the contra- 
ry, the terms, ail things, are to be 
understood, in this passage, in the 
most universal sense. ‘There is 
nothing in the passage itself, or in 
its connexion, to limit the significa- 
tion of these terms to any particu- 
lar number or class of created ob- 
jects. Though the word things, in 
a strict sense, is applicable to ma- 
terial substances only; yet, in a 
more full and enlarged sense, it is 
often applied to whatever exists or 
takes place, in the created universe. 

All creatures, whether rational 
or irrational, all substances, wheth- 
er material or immaterial, and all 
events, whether great or small, good 
or evil, may be comprehended in 
the meaning of the terms, all things. 
This, indeed, is the common and 
obvious meaning of these compre- 
hensive terms; when used, as in 
the place before us, without any 
qualification or limitation. That 
there is no need of understanding 
these terms in an unusual and re- 
stricted sense, in this passage, will 
more fully appear, in what may be 
offered in answer to the other ques- 
tions proposed. 


2. How are all things of God ? 

There are but two senses, in 
which we can conceive, that all 
things should be of God : all things 
must be of God, as being either 
from his substance, or from his will. 
The first is a Pagan notion: the 
second is a rational and scriptural 
truth. 


Some of the ancient heathen phi- 
losophers, in the darkness of their 
minds, imagined, that all things are 
of the substance of God. But this 
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imagination is clogged with insu- 
perable difficulties. According to 
this notion, God must be, in part 
at least, material; and if material, 
then his presence is properly extend- 
ed; andif so, then there must be 
more of God, in some parts of the 
universe, than in others. The 
grossest pantheism is involved in 
the supposition, that all things are 
from the Divine substance : on this 
supposition, all things are literally 
God, and Ged is ali things. This 
takes away all distinction between 
God and his creatures. Besides, 
as God exists by an eternal and im- 
mutable necessity ; if all things are 
of his substance, then all things 
that exist are necessary and immu- 
table ; and it will be as difficult for us 
to conceive, how God should modi- 
fy or change any thing in the uni- 
verse, as it was for the Pagan phi- 
losophers to conceive, that he should 
make something from nothing.— 
The supposition, that all things are 
of the divine substance, 
many absurdities, and must be re- 
jected. We are, therefore, led to 
the conclusion, that all things are 
from the will of God. This con- 
clusion is as rational, as it is scrip- 
tural. 

All things, with which we are ac- 
quainted, whether material or im- 
material, are changeable. Hence, 
we justly argue, that they had ¢ 
beginning. And, if the y had a = 
ginning, then there must have been 
some cause of their beginning to be. 
Whatever has not been from eter- 
nity, whatever has come into being 
in time, must have had an adequate 
cause of its existence. From the 
marks of skill, design and wisdom, 
in things around us, we are led to 
conclude, that their cause must 
have been an intelligent, voluntary 
being. This being we call God.— 
But, if an intelli sent, voluntary be- 
ing was the author of all things; 


invelves 
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then it is reasonable to suppose, 
that, before he began the work of 
creation, he formed, in his own 
mind, a scheme or plan, according 
to which he would make and gov- 
ern all things. As no intelligent 
being ever acts without design ; so 
no wise being ever begins to work 
without a plan. And the more in- 
telligent and wise any being is, the 
more perfect and comprehensive 
his plan will be. Hence we con- 
clude, that the plan of the Supreme 
Being, whose understanding and 
wisdom are infinite, comprehends 
all things that have been, are, or 
will Before God began the 
work of creation, he must have 
seen through his whole scheme of 
operation, from the beginning to the 
end, and have known and deter- 
mined the result of the whole.— 
This is called his counsel, purpose, 
or decree, on which his foreknowl- 
edge of all creatures, things and 
events, was founded, According- 
ly, we read, im sacred scripture, 
that “the counsebof the Lord stand- 
eth forever, the thoughts of his 
heart to all generations. | amGod, 
and there is none else; | am God, 
and there is none like me, declar- 
ing the end from the beginning, 
and from ancient times the things 
that are not yet done, saying, My 
counsel shall stand, and [ will do 
all my pleasure—Known unto God 
are all his works from the begm- 
ning of the world.” Thusallthings 
are of God, as they all originated in 
his counsel, or purpose. He de- 
creed all things. 
3. How are all thingsthrough God? 
If it has be¢a correctly shown, 
how all things are of God ; it is ea- 
sy to see how all things are through 
him. As all things originated in 
his counsel; so they all take place 
by the operation of his hand. He 
carries his original plan into exe- 
cution. Whatever he purposed, in 


be. 
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eternity, he produces and brings to 
pass, by his own power and volun- 
tary agency. ‘He speaks and itis 
done ; he commands, and it stands 
fast.’ Nothing can be more agree- 
able to reason, than to suppose, that 
God executes his own plan, and ac- 
complishes hisown purposes. Ac- 
cordingly, he says, “I have pur- 
poséd it; I will also do it.” No 
other being has either the skill, or 
the power, to execute God’s decrees. 
Hence the Assembly of Divines 
very justly say, that “ God execut- 
eth his decrees, in 
creation and providence.” 

Here it may be observed, more 
particularly, in the first place, that 
all things are through God, as he 
is the creator of whatever exists, 
besides himself. All things that 
have had a beginning, must have 
been created. It is absurd to sup- 
pose, that God made the world, or 
any thing else, out of materials pre- 
viously existing; as some have im- 
agined. If there were such mate- 
rials, they must have been equally 
as necessary and eternal, as the di- 
vine existence, and, therefore, as 
immutable as God. That, which 
exists from eternity, exists of ne- 
cessity, and unchangeably the same, 
both in substance and form. The 
scriptures teach, that God is the 
creator of all things. ‘“ In the be- 
ginning, God created the heavens 
and the earth.—God said, Let there 
be lieht; and there was light.—He 
spake ; and it was done.—The Lord 
hath made allthings.” Immaterial 
substances are as much the product 
of creative power, as material ones. 
‘God is the father of spirits.’ 

It may be observed, in the second 
place, that all things are through 
To 
suppose, that any thing, which God 
has made, in exist- 
ence, without his supporting hand, 
is the same as to suppose, that he has 


God, as he preserves them all. 


can continue 


the works of 


a 


An Mlustration of Romans, xi. 36. 5 


imparted to that thing self-existence, 
and independence, which are incom- 
municable attributes othisown divine 
nature. It requires the same power to 
preserve, as tocreate. Indeed, pres- 
ervation is but creation continued. 
Hence we read, that Christ, who is 
God as well as man, ‘ upholdethitall 
things by the word of his power,’ 
and that ‘ by him all things consist.’ 

It may be observed, thirdly, that 
all things are through God, as he 
causes all the motion, whether of 
body or mind, that takes place in 
the created universe. All motion 
implies a mover. Itis as absurd 
to suppose, that created things can 
move, without God, as to suppose, 
that they could come into being, with- 
out God. The laws of nature,as they 
are called, according to which ma- 
terial move, are only the 
rules which God has been pleased 
to prescribe to his own operations. 
Attraction is his agency, constant- 
ly exerted. A particle of matter 
can no more move, without the di- 
vine hand, than a world. Accor- 
dingly, we are told, that ‘ He caus- 
eth the sun to rise and set—send- 
eth rain—and maketh the grass to 
grow.’ } 

All the motions ef created spir- 
its are also caused by divine agen- 
cy. The eternal mind only, is in- 
dependent and selfmoved. All 
created minds ‘ live, and are moy- 
ed, and have their beine in Him.’ 
it is just as absurd to suppose, that 
a created spirit should cause it- 
selfto begin to act, as that it should 
cause itself to begin to exist. If 
to suppose that such a spirit brings 
itself into existence, implies that 
it exists before it to 
suppose that it eauses itself to be- 
gin to act, implies, that it acts be- 
fore it begins to act, or has one ac- 
tion before its first. The depen- 
dence of creatures upon the Cre- 
ator for all their exercises and ac- 
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does exist: 





36 


tions, is a doctrine, which runs 
through the sacred scriptures. The 
inspired writers represent God as 
fashioning, turning, softening and 
hardening the hearts of men, and 
as working in them both to will and 
todo. The apostle says, that ‘ we 
ar@gnot sufficient of ourselves to 
think any thing as of ourselves,’ 
and that ‘God worketh all in all.’ 

Thus God carries his whole 
original plan into execution, by his 
ownAlmightyhand. His work is per- 
fect; nothing can be added to it, 
nor any thing taken from it. He 
“ worketh all things after the coun- 
se! of his own will.” The last 
question is, 

4. How are all things to God? 

The answer to this question, is 
very obvious. All things are to 
God, as they were all designed to 
promote, and will all be made to 
terminate, in the brightest display 
of his glory. As God is the first 
cause, so he is the /ast end of all 
things. His ultimate end, in all 
things, was himself. His own bles- 
sedness was his supreme object, in 
all his purposes. He created and 
he preserves all things, for his own 
pleasure. The Lord hath made all 
things for himself, yea even the 
wicked not excepted. And he will 
take care, that all things shall an- 
swer the end for which they were 
made. .He will never be disap- 
pointed in his designs, or frustrat- 
ed in his operations. He will make 
the heavens declare his glory.— 
He will show the riches of his 
grace and goodness upon his ho- 
ly creatures, and will cause all 
the wrath of the wicked to praise 
him. He will make known the 
riches of his glory upon the vessels 
of mercy, and the power of his 
wrath upon the vessels of wrath fit- 
ted to destruction. He will so 
‘govern all his creatures and all 
th ‘r actions,’ as to advance his 


Decrees of God. 
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own felicity and glory, to the high- 
est possible degree. ‘Thus “of him, 
and through him, and to him, are all 
things; to whom be glory forever. 
Amen.” PAULINUS. 


[ To be concluded. | 


ae 


DECREES OF GOD, 


As the decrees of God are most 
wise, this necessarily supposes some 
end in view, and that which is best, 
the most excellent, important, and 
desirable that can be; for wisdom 
consists in proposing and pursuing 
such an end, in ways and by means 
in the best manner adapted to ac- 
complish thategnd. When no end 
is in view to’ be accomplished by 
any purpose or work, if this can be, 
there is no wisdom; and if there be 
an end proposed and pursued, if 
this be not the best that can be pro- 
posed and effected, the purpose and 
pursuit is not wisdom, but folly. — 
And if the end proposed be the 
highest and best that can be; yet 
ifthe means fixed upon to accom- 
plish that end, be not in all respects 
the best suited to accomplish the 
end proposed, this must be a defect 
of wisdom. Therefore infinite wis- 
dom discerns without a possibility 
of mistake, what is the best end, 
most worthy to be set up and pur- 
sued, and fixes on this end; and 
discerns and determines the best 
means by which this end shall in 
the best manner be answered.— 
And this determination is the same 
with the decrees of God, and in- 
volves or comprehends every thing 
that comes to pass, every event, 
great and small, with every cir- 
cumstance, be it ever so minute ; 
and fixes them all; unerring wis- 
dom being exercised with respect 
to them all; so that to make the 
least alteration in any thing, event, 
or circumstance, would render the 
whole plan less perfect and wise 
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“The work of God is perfect.— 
Whatsoever God doeth, it shall be 
for ever: Nothing can be put to it, 
nor any thing taken from it.”— 
That which is perfect is not capa- 
ble ofthe least alteration, without 
being rendered inperfect and de- 
fective. This is true of the infi- 
nitely wise plan of the divine ope- 
rations, and all future events, which 
was formed by the eternal purpose 
and decrees of God. 
Dr. 


ee 


Horxkins. 


SUFFERING IN THE 
NOT 


CRIMINAL 
RESTORE INNOCENCE, 


CAN- 


That suffering doth not, in any 
measure, take away the blame-wor- 
thiness of one who hath committed 
sin, may easily be perceived to be a 
plain dictate of common sense.— 
After any criminal hath been pun- 
ished as much as the laws of men 
require, is he ever thought to be at 
allless blame-worthy than he was 
before ? which his 
crime has done, or had a tendency 
to do, to the public, or to individ- 
uals, may be compensated or pre- 
vented by his punishment; but 
does any one suppose he is for that 
reason blameless, just as if he had 
never offended ? Is he ever thought 
to be any freer from actual guilt, 
than if he had been permitted to 
escape with impunity? Has he 
less sin to repent of, or less reason 
to judge and condemn himself, 
because he has been imprisoned or 
scourged, or branded, according 
to law? The lash may change the 
Ethiopian’s skia, or the leopard’s 
spots ; but it can never make a 
criminal innocent. Nothing is 
more evident than this, that crimes 
are not to be obliterated, and inno- 
cence restored, by involuntary suf- 
ferings. Sin is ever so written 
with a pen of iron, and the point of 
a diamond, as never to be eflaced 
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37 
in regurd to the ill-desert, or blame- 
worthiness ofthe sinner. 

Dre. SMALLEY. 


In view of what is contained in 
the above extract, it is easy to see 
the fallacy of Dr. Chauncy’s scheme 
of universal salvation; and also 
the absurdity of the sentiment, 
frequently advanced by modern 
Universalists ; that “man gets 
his pay as he goes along ;” or, in 
other words, atones for his sins, by 
the sufferings he endures in this 
life. As suffering can never re- 
move guilt, the sinner must remain 
a criminal forever. - But if the sin- 
ner must remain a criminal for ev- 
er; then he must for ever deserve 
those plagues with which God will 
visit all the finally impenitent. Let 
those, who are inclined to trust a 
scheme so false and absurd, atten- 
tively consider the declaration of 
Solomon: “Though thou shouldest 
bray a fool in a mortar among 
wheat with a pestle, yet will not his 


foolishness depart from him.” 


MATHETES. 
——— 
From the Utica Christian Repository. 


ON THE MANNER IN WHICH THE MIL- 
LENNIUM I8 TO BE INTRODUCED. 


It has been the prevailing opin- 
ion, of late years, that the Millen- 
nium is to be introduced by the 
spread of the gospel through the 
world, and the general if not uni- 
versal conversion of mankind. And 
many have thought that the days of 
darkness and trouble to the church 
were nearly past, and that the day 
of her peace and prosperity had be- 
gun todawn. They have looked 
at the benevolent efforts of the pres- 
ent age as a sure indication of the 
near approach of the millennial 
glory of the church; and while 
they have Bible societies, 
and Missionary societies, and Ed- 


seen 
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ucation 
cieties, 


societies, and Tract so- 
and other similar institu- 


tions, rising up, and extending their 
operations, with considerable suc- 
cess, they have been led to antici- 
pate the speedy triamph of the gos- 
pel, and to look at the efforts of a 
contrary nature as the expiring 


struggles of an euemy who 
ceives that his end is approaching. 
Such anticipations are very pleas- 
ing in themselves; and I should be 
very unwilling to do any thing to 
disturb them, if IL could believe they 
were founded in truth. But if they 
are not founded in truth, and are 


never to be realized, the indulgence 


per- 


of them must be attended with dan- 
For nothing is better adapted 
the an advantage, 


than the indulgence of high expec- 


ger. 
to give enemy 
tations of an easy and “speedy con- 
quest, when there is in reality no 
ground for them, but the contrary. 

It was an opinion which prevail- 
ed in former years, that the Millen- 
nium is to be mtroduced, 
the ‘rsjon of 
kind, but by some terrible convul- 


not by 
universal conv man- 
sions in the natural or moral world, 
or in both ; that the wicked in gen- 
eral are not to be turned from their 
wicked ways unto God, but are to 
be cut off in their sins, by terrible 
and wasting judgments, and swept 
from off the earth. And that the 
remnant, the few who escape this 
their descendants 
during the predicted period, will 
all know the Lord, emi- 
nently holy and happy. 

That the Millennium isto be in- 
troduced by the general destruction, 


destruction, and 


and be 


and not by the ceneral conversion 
of the wicked, I think will be man- 
ifest to those who carefully consid- 


er the prophecies which relate to 


the Millennium, and take notice of 


the things which stand connected 
with them. | that 
who will take their bibles and look 


believe those 


The Millennium, &c. 
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out those prophecies, will find 
the deliverence of the church, and 
the introduction of her happy 
state at that period, are generally 
if not uniformily connected with a 
great and general and terrible de- 
of the wicked from off 

The linits of a single 
essay will not permit a very copious 


struction 
the earth. 


citation of passages to show this ; 


but [ would ask the reader care- 
fully to consider the following : 

In the 2d Psalm, the Father 
says tothe Son, “ Ask of me, 
the 
and the utter- 
or thy 


con- 


and 
I shall give heathen for 
thine 


most 


thee 
inheritance 
irth for 


parts o1 the ¢€ 
; " 
iS usually 


Chis 


possession. 
sidered as a which relates 
to the 


quoted m 


prot! lise 
often 
but 


tne 


Millennium, and is 


prayer as such 


: © lor 
moet cases under 


prop biv m 
impression of its being a 


tirat 


promise 


mankind generally shall be 
me the willing 
| Lord Jesus Christ 
But this last conclusion must be 
without much 
for it immediately follows, 
halt 


iron ; 


converte 1, and bec 
subjects of the 
refle ction; 
hou 
rod of 
thou shalt dash them in piec- 
This is 
not saving, but destroying them. 
The prophecy of Isaiah contains 
much that relates to the Millenni- 
rom the 60th chapter tothe 
end, that appears to be the princi- 
pal subject of discourse. In the 
the Church asks— 
that from 
Edom dyed garments from 
Bozrah? This that is glorious in 
his apparel, travelling in thejgreat- 
strength?” Afid the 
answers, “I that 
speak in righteousness, mighty to 
save.” Agcain the Church asks 
“ Wherefore art thou red im thine 
and thy like 
him that treadeth in the wine fat ?” 
And he answered, “I have trod- 


drawn 


break them with a 


es like a potter’s vessel.” 


um. 


63d chapter 
Who is this 


with 


cometh 


ness of his 


Lord Jesus 


apparel, garments 
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den the wine press alone ; and 
the people there was none with me ; 
for | will tread them im mine an- 
ger, and trample them m my fury ; 
and their blood shall be sprinkled 
upon my garments, and | 
stain all my raiment. For the day 
of venzeance is in mine heart, and 


W ill 


the year of my redeemed is come. 
And I will 


in mine 


tread down the peo i 


1 ' 
make tnem 


anger, and 

drunk in my fury, and | will bring 
down their strength to the earth.” 
The year of his redeeme the 


time of their deliverance and peace, 


is to be introduced by the day ol 
vengean¢ on his enemies. Tl 
are to he destroyed, not convel 


The 


of in the 


Same event m8 thvis Spokem 


Sth chapter of Revela- 


tion Let us be glad and rejoice, 
and sive honour to him; for 
marriage of the Lamb is con 
and his wife hath 1 het t 
ready. And he sait unto rr 
write, blessed are they winch 
ealled unto the marriage sup 

the Lamb. And I »s j 
opened and behold a whut Te 
and he that sat upon him was ecall- 
ed Faithful and ‘True; and m 
righteousness he doth : nad 


_ 
mak war. iis e 


flame of fire, and on his head were 
many crowns: and he had a name 
written that no man kn wut he 
himself: and he was clothed wrth 
a vesture dipped in vod; and his 


name is called the Word 


of God 
And the armies which were in 
heaven followed him upon whut 
horses, clothed in im nen 
white and clean. And out ol his 
mouth goeth a sharp sword, that 


with it he should the na- 


tions; and he shall rule them with 
a rod of iron: and he t eth the 
wime press of the fierceness and 
wrath of Almighty God. And he 
hath on his vesture and on his 
thigh a name written, Kine oF 
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KINGS AND LORD OF LoRDs. 


And 


I saw an angel standing in the 
sun; and he cried with a loud 
voice, saying to all the fowls that 
fly in the midst of heaven, come, 
and gather yourselves together un- 
to the supper of the great God; 


that ye may eat the flesh of kings 
and the flesh of captains, and the 
flesh of mighty men, and the flesl 
, and of them that sit on 


them, and the flesh of all men, both 


of horse 


free and bond, both small and 
great And I saw the beast, and 
the kings of the earth, and their 


irmies gathered together to make 
r against Him that 
hor fal ls 


the 


And 


sat on 
army. 


gainst his 


the beast was taken, and with him 
the f rophet that wrowght mi- 
racles before him, with which he 


deceived them that 
¢ of the ber 


tL woreniy 
i 


had received 
ist, and them 
ped his image. These 


ist 


oth were « alive into a lake of 


And 


burning with brimstone. 


the remnant were slain with the 
rd of him that sat upen the 
rae _ vi th sword pr vwceeded out of 
mou and all the fowls were 
filled with their flesh. Then fol- 
lews, m the next chapter, the 
binding of Satan, and the thousand 
years reiwn of the saints. The 


pecan 
Millennium, then, is 
ed by 

struction of the 


the 


be introdue- 





this great terrible de- 


wicked, and not by 


> conversion 
"The same events are connected 

together, m the 66th chapter of 

Isaiah Rejoice ye with Jeru- 
lem, and be glad with her, all 


that love her: rejoice for joy with 
all ye that mourn for her. 
thus saith the Lord, 


extend 


ber 


For 


be hold, I will 


peace to her like a river, 
and the glory of the Gentiles hke 
a flowing stream As one whom 


his mother comforteth, so wil] J 
shall 


salem 


comtort you: ‘ 
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when ye see this, your heart shall 
rejoice, and your bones shall flour- 
ish like an herb; 
the Lord shall be known toward 
his servants, and his indignation 
toward his enemies. For behold 
the Lord will come with fire, and 
his chariots like a whirlwind, to 
render his anger with fury, and his 
rebuke with flames of fire. For by 
fire and by his sword will the Lord 
plead with all flesh; and the slain 
of the Lord shall be many.” 

The same events also are con- 
nected together in the 24th chap- 
terof Isaiah. ‘ Behold, the Lord 
maketh the earth empty, and mak- 
eth it waste, and turneth it upside 
down, and scattereth abroad the 
inhabitants thereof. And it shall 
be, as with the people, so with the 
priest; as with the servant, so with 
his master; as with the maid,so with 
her mistress; as with the buyer, 
so with the seller ; as with the len- 
der, so with the borrower; as with 


the taker of usury, so with the giv- 


er of usury to him. The land shall 
be utterly emptied, and utterly 
spoiled ; for the Lord hath spoken 
this word. ‘The earth mourneth, 
and fadeth away; the world lan- 
guisheth and fadeth away; the 
haughty people of the earth dolan- 
guish. ‘The earth also is defiled 
under the inhabitants thereof: be- 
cause they have transgressed the 
laws, changed the ordinance, brok- 
en the everlasting covenant.— 
Therefore hath the curse devoured 
the earth, and they that dwell 
therein are desolate: therefore the 
inhabitants of the earth are burned, 
and few men left.” A few are to 
be left, who shall be the friends of 
God. The prophet proceeds— 
“When thus it shall be in the 
midst of the land among the peo- 
ple, there shall be as the shaking of 
an olive tree, and as the gleaning 
grapes when the vintage is done. 


The Millennium, 


and the hand of 


judgment, 
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They shall lift up their voice, they 
shall sing for the majesty of the 
Lord, they shall cry aloud from 
the sea. Wherefore glorify ye the 
Lord in the fires, even the name of 
the Lord God of Israel in the 
isles of the From the utter- 
most part of the earth have we 
heard songs, even glory to the 
righteous. But 1 said, my lean- 
my leanness, woe unto me! 
The treacherous dealers have dealt 
treacherously ; yea, the treache- 
erous dealers have dealt very 
treacherously. Fear, and the pit, 
and the snare, are upon thee, O 
inhabitant of the earth. And it 
shall come to pass, that he who 
fleeth from the noise of the fear 
shall fall into the pit; and he that 
cometh up out of the midst of the 
pit shall be taken in the snare; for 
the windows from on high are 
open, and the foundations of the 
earth do shake. The earth is ut- 
terly broken down, the earth is 
clean dissolved, the earth is moved 
exceedingly. ‘The earth shall reel 
to and fro like a drunkard, and 
shall be removed like a cottage, 
and the transgression thereof shall 
be heavy upon it; and it shall fall 
and not rise again. And it shall 
come to pass in that day, that the 
Lord shall punish the host of the 
high ones that are on high, and 
the kings of the earth upon the 
earth. And they shall be gather- 
ed together, as prisoners are gath- 
ered in the pit, and shall be shut 
up in the prison, and after many 
days shall they be visited.” They 
shall be shut up in the prison, 
where the souls of the wicked are, 
till the time appointed for the res- 
urrection of the body, and the final 
when they shall be vis- 
ited according to their works, with 
their full and final punishment.— 
And the prophet adds, “‘ Then the 
moon shall be confounded, and the 


sea. 


ness, 
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sun ashamed, when the Lord of 
Hosts shall reign in Mount Zion, 
and in Jerusalem, and before his 
ancients gloriously.” Then, that 
is, after this general destruction of 
the wicked from off the earth, the 
Lord shall reign over his people 
gloriously, and the church enjoy 
her millennial state. 

From these passages of scripture, 
it appears abundantly evident, that 
the Millennium is not to be intro- 
duced, as many expect, by the grad- 
ual increase of real religion till it 
fills the world, and brings all man- 
kind under its influence. On the 
contrary, the great mass of man- 
kind, at the time of its introduction, 
will be enemies to God, and will 
have reached a high pitch of wick- 
edness, and will perhaps have near- 
ly swallowed up the true church of 
Christ, and have begun their song 
of triumph at its anticipated speedy 
extinction, when the Lord will sud- 
denly appear for the deliverance of 
his people and the dismay and over- 
throw of his enemies. ‘“ As it was 
in the days of Noah, so shall it be 
also in the days of the Son of Man. 
They did eat, they drank, they mar- 
ried wives, they were given in mar- 
riage ; until the day that Noah en- 
tered into the ark; and the flood 
came, and destroyed them all.— 
Likewise, also, as it was in the days 
of Lot; they did eat, they drank, 
they bought, they sold, they plant- 
ed, they builded ; but the same day 
that Lot went out of Sodom, it rain- 
ed fire and brimstone from heaven, 
and destroyed them all ; even thus 
shall it be when the Son of Man is 
revealed.” 

But | 
some objections to this 
the subject may arise in the minds 
of some readers. Some will be 
ready to ask, is not the present an 
age of benevolent efforts; and are 
not great exertions making to 


6 


think it probable that 


view of 


The Millennium, &c. 
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spread the gospel, both at home and 
abroad? And does not success at- 
tend those efforts, to such‘a degree, 
at least, as to afford a rational pros- 
pect of the ultimate spread of the 
gospel through the world? If any 
should conclude from this, that the 
opinion advanced in this essay can- 
not be true, I would ask them, what 
security there is for the contin- 
uance of these efforts, for any con- 
siderable period? And I would ask, 
also, whether we do not often read 
statements, in the addresses of the va- 
rious benevolent institutions, which 
go to show, that, unless these efforts 
are continued, and greatly increas- 
ed, they will not be sufficient to 
make any great and permanent im- 
pression upon the kingdom of dark- 
ness, nor even sufficient to maintain 
the ground which Christianity now 
occupies? If I mistake not, Educa- 
tion Societies and Theological Sem- 
inaries are frequently informing us, 
that the increase of ministers is not 
yet in such a ratio as, after deduct- 
ing the dimunitions by death, to 
keep up with the increase of popu- 
lation; so that, in reality, the sup- 
ply is actually diminishing. This I 
believe to be the fact. Bible socie- 
ties are indeed increasing the sup- 
ply of the word of God; but the 
multiplication of copies is not nec- 
essarily and certainly connected 
with the proper use ofthem. Mis- 
sionaries are indeed going forth,with 
encouraging prospects, to preach 
the gospel among the various hea- 
then nations; but their numbers 
bear a very small proportion to the 
numbers to be evangelized. I be- 
lieve, indeed, that the gospel must 
be preached unto all nations, be- 
fore the end come. But I think it 
is not so clear that it will ever be 
done by such kind of means as are 
now in use. It may be necessary, 
in order to its accomplishment, that 
true Christians and faithful minis- 
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ters should be compelled by perse- 
cution to flee for their lives, from 
those countries where the gospel is 
now enjoyed, and seek refuge among 
those who are now heathen. Per- 
secution had this effect in the apos- 
tolic age, when Stephen was put to 
death, and the members of the 
chureh at Jerusalem were all seat- 
tered abroad, except the apostles ; 
and “they that were scattered a- 
broad went every where preaching 
the word.” It may be so again.— 
[t is predicted that the word shall 
be preached in every land, Mat. 
xxiv. 14, “ And this gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in all 
the world, for a witness unto all na- 
tions ; and then shall the end come.” 
It isto be for a witness against them, 
if they reject it, as it is probable 
most of them will; and as appears 
to be more dis tinctly intimated in 
the parallel passage in the 13th 
chapter of Mark. “ And ye shall 
be brought before rulers and*kings 


for my sake, for a testimony against 


them. And the gospel must first 
be published among all nations.” 
It may be objected also by some, 
that the present is an age of revivals 
of religion, which are so frequent, 
so great, and so extensive, as forbids 
the idea that the church is ever like- 
ly to be reduced so low, as the opin- 
ion advanced in this essay seems to 
imply. Giving all possible weight 
to this objection, it is a sufficient 
answer to remind those that make 
it,that the out-pourings of the Spirit 
of God are in his own power, and 
may become less frequent, and less 
extensive. And if they should cease 
entirely in any town, or state, or 
country, how long would it be, be- 
fore the largest and most flourish- 
ing churches would become extinct? 
Tt may be objected further, that 
this view of the introduction of the 
Millennium, should it prevail, would 
have a tendency to discourage the 


The Millennium, §c. 
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efforts which are now making for 
the spread of the gospel, and cause 
Christians to despond, and sit down 
in idleness and inactivity. This ob- 
jection is rather directed against 
the promulgation of this opinion, 
than against itstruth. What if it 
should have this effect ? Would that 
prove it untrue? I think it likely that 
many professed Christians would 
be thus affected by it. It would be 
likely to have this effect upon such 
as are influenced to action merely 
by the great 
and the and honour 
which But it could 
not have this effect upon those who 
act from principle and duty. Those 
who love God and the souls of men, 
have motives to action of a differ rent 
kind, and unspeakably more pow- 
erful, than which stimulate 
the enterprises of worldly men. It 
cannot be necessary that ¢ 

should believe a lie, in orde 
stimulate them to duty. [If this 
view of the introduction of the Mil- 
lennium is correct, as I verily be- 
lieve it is, it ought to be made 
known, and let the consequences 
be committed to God. But every 
truth is adapted to do good to those 
that cordially embrace it ; and some 
of the good effects, which the prev- 
alence of this truth would have, are 
very apparent. If there is real 
danger that error and wickedness 
will yet have a wide and extensive 
spread, that danger is greatly in- 
creased by its bei ing be slie ved by 
Christians that there is no dan- 
ger ; whereas, by being aware of it, 
they are put upon their guard, and 
stimulated to make every possible 
effort to preserve themselves and 
others against it. What has been 
the actual experience of Christians 
on this subject? Have they been 
mozt active, most humble, most 
prayerful abstracted from the 
world, and most devoted to God, 
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when they have thought every thing 
was going on well; or when they 
have been sensible of danger ; have 
felt themselves brought into straits, 
and have realized that they were 
ready to perish if God did not ap- 
pear for their help? 

If the view which has been taken 
of the subject is a correct one, the 
church is now in danger; and it 
behooves every Christian to be a- 
wake, and at his post. The ene- 
my is coming in like a flood; error 
and wickedness are prevailing ; the 
cause of religion is sinking; and 
unless God shall appear for the help 
of his people, they will soon find 
themselves in an evil case. 
this view of the subject is correct, 
what are the prospects of the rising 
generation ? If error and wicked- 
ness are to triumph still further, 
and the imstitutions of the gospel 
are to be still further despised and 
neglected ; if our candlesticks are 
to be removed out of their places, 
if our churches aré to be shut up, 
and our communion tables broken 
down; if the ground is to be occu- 
pied by the enemies of the gospel, 
what is to become of our children ? 
Into whose hands will they fall 
when we are laid in the dust ?— 
What can we do for them now, 
before God takes us away? I speak 
not of provisions for their bodies, 
which perhaps we are industriously 
accumulating, to be a snare to their 
souls. But what can we do to 
guard them against the seductions 
to which they will be exposed !— 
What can we do to bring them to 
the saving knowledge of the truth, 
and engage for them the protection 
of the Almighty? And what can we 
do for a world that lieth in wicked- 
ness, and which is fast ripening for 
the day of God’s wrath ? What can 
we do to preserve the knowledge 
of the truth in the earth; and to 
keep up, here and there, a burning 


And if 
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and shining light, in the midst of 
eons darkness? Who can 
tell, but that if suitable exertions 
are made, there may be preserved, 
here and there, a little verdant spot 
that shall grow and flourish under 
the dews of heaven, while all around 
is barrenness and death? Hard in- 
deed must be our hearts, if we oan 
look at a whole werld going to de- 
struction, and remain unaffected 
and inactive. G. G. 


ee 


BIBLICAL CRITICISM. 
From the American Baptist Magazine. 


ON THE SUPPIAERD WORDS IN THE ENG- 
LISH TRANSLATION OF THE BIBLE. 


Languages differ in their forms 
of expression. Some admit, and 
frequently use, an ellipsis, where 
others do not. Hence, in trans- 
lating, it is mecessary to supply 
some words; otherwise a transla- 
tion would, in many instances, be 
unintelligible. This is true with 
respect to translations ofthe Bible. 
The translators of our English 
version have carefully distinguish- 

«ed the words which they ~_ 
thought it necessary to supply, | ry 

‘ausing them to be printed in Ital- 
Pn It is far from my intention 
to advance any thing calculated to 
derogate from these venerable 
men, or from the valuable transla- 
tion of the Scriptures with which 
they have furnished us. I would 
not, however, ascribe infallibility 
to any man or body of men.— 
While they have performed that 
part of their task which respects 
elliptical expressions with much 
fidelity, judgment and skill, they 
have undoubtedly leit some room 
for improvement. By having de- 
signated the words which they have 
supplied, they appear to have in- 
tended to allow even such as do 
not understand the original lan- 
guages of the Bible the liberty of 
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exercising their own judgment in 
reference to the necessity and 
propriety of them. It is certainly, 
therefore, allowable, and may be 
useful, to point out a few instances 
in which the supplied words ap- 
pear to be either redundant, «nac- 
curate or deficient. 

ist. Redundancy. Wherever the 
original words alone afford a cori- 
sistent sense, supplemental words 
are unnecessary. We have an in- 
stance of such redundancy in Matt. 

x. 23.— But to sit on my right 
ben and on my left, is not mine 
to give; but it shall be given to 
them for whom it is prepared of my 
Father.” The words, it shall be 
given, are superfluous, and give 
the text such a turn, that it seems 
to afford some support to the So- 
cinian cause. And let the pas- 
sage be read according to its na- 
tive simplicity— But to sit on 
my right hand, and on my left, is 
not mine to give, except to them 
for whom it is prepared of my Fa- 
ther,” and it yields a perfect sense, 
giving no countenance to so per- 
nicious an error; but is quite con- 
sistent with those declarations of 
our Lord in which he asserts his 

unlimited authority to dispense re- 
wards and punishments. See John 
v. 22. Luke xxii. 29, and Matt. 
xxv. 31—4]. Compare Mark ix. 
8, with Matt. xvii, 8, in Greek. 

2. Cor. vi. 1. “ Wethen as work- 
ers together with him.” —The sense 
appears complete without the words 
with him: ‘‘ We then, as workers 
together,” or as fellow labourers.— 
Should 1. Cor. iii, 9, ‘‘ For we are 
labourers together with God,” be 
adduced in support of the supple- 
mental clause, it may be -replied, 
that it is conceived the learned 
reader will see cause to prefer the 
Geneva translation in that passage. 
“ For we together are God’s labour- 
ers.” Itis the more necessary to 
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investigate these passages, because 
some have, by great inattention and 
perversion, attempted to establish 
upon them the sentiment, that sin- 
ners are co-workers with God in the 
matter of their salvation. So far is 
this from beyng true, that ministers, 
or even apostles, are not represent- 
ed as performing any part with God, 
but as instruments in his hand, as 
earthen vessels, “and as not being 
any thing.” 1. Cor. i.5,7, and 2. 
Cor. iv. 7. 
2d. Inaccuracy. When there 
is such an ellipsis in the original as 
renders it necessary to supply a 
word or clause, the sapplement 
should be that which the words to 
the text, the context, and the 
nature of the subject, require.— 
This rule appears to be violated 
in Numbers, xi. 31, where we 
read that the quails lay, “as it 
were, two cubits high, upon the 
face of the earth.” It would cer- 
tainly have been more correct to 
have said, “ two cubits apart.” In 
verse 32, we are informed, that 
the people were employed two days 
and one night in gathering them ; 
which could scarcely have been the 
case,had they been about three feet 
high over the face of the ground. 
Besides, there would not have been 
room to “ spread them abroad.” 
Rom. vii. 10. “ And the com- 
mandment, which was ordained 
to life, I found to be unto death.” 
Would it not be more consistent 
to understand the apostle as saying, 
“And the commandment which J 
supposed to be to life, I found to 
be unto death.” He did not mean 
to inform us, that he found the 
thing different from what it really 
was; but that he was convinced 
of hiserror. If the commandment 
or law could have awarded life to 
any, it certainly would have se- 
cured it to him. Phil. iii. 6. But, 
that it could not confer life, and 
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plain from scripture. See Gal. 
ii. 19, 21. Rom. ii 20. Chron. 
v. 20, and II. Cor. iii. 7. 

3d. Deficiency. Acts xix. 2. 
*“We have not so much as heard 
whether there be any Holy Ghost.” 
The word given ought to be sup- 
plied. The passage would then 
read, “ We have not so much as 
heard whether the Holy Ghost be 
given.” They surely were not ig- 
norant of the existence of that per- 
son in the Trinity, as they were 
disciples of John, who expressly 
taught, that they should be baptiz- 
ed with the Holy Ghost. Matt. ii. 
1. Mark i. 8. Luke iii. 16. John 
i. 33. There is an exactly par- 
allel expression, John vii. 39. “ For 
the Holy Ghost was not yet given 
(say our translators rightly) be- 
cause that Jesus was not yet glori- 
fied. These disciples had not 
heard of the actual effusion of the 
Holy Ghost.” 
ma, 7th. 

May these brief remarks tend to 
remove any wrong ideas which may 
have been formed, and to impart 
correct views of the import of the 
passages on which they are offered. 


PHILOGRAPHES. 


—_ — 


Parkhurst in Pneu- 


From the Connecticut Observer. 
INSTRUMENTS OF ERROR. 

We have often heard persons re- 
mark of this and of that publica- 
tion —‘ It is too contemptible to do 
any injury’—or, ‘It is too plainly 
sophistical to produce any belief of 
its reasonings and assertions,—or, 
‘It is too low in its language, too 
abusive in its attacks, to influence 
any man’s mind.’—T he sincerity of 
the remark we never doubted.— 
Such publications, they do, indeed, 
regard with contempt, and spurn 
away with indignation. But, per- 
haps, even they do well to avoid 


was not ordained for that intent, is 











temptation. One cannot handle 
pitch and not be defiled. The 
same falsehood repeated week after 
week, with all the confidence of 
sincerity, will at length have an ef- 
fect on almost any mind ;—the same 
sneers at the doctrines of religion, 
sometimes more covert, and some- 
times entirely unmasked, will lessen 
respect for these doctrines in the 
firmest heart. ‘Go not in the way 
with sinners’ is a wise direction ; 
avoid their company—avoid their 
sophistry—their ridicule of relig- 
ion—their perversion of scripture— 
if you wish to walk in the way of 
truth. But whatever effect, publi- 
cations which advocate error, and 
misinterpret the doctrines of the 
Orthodox,—and misrepresent the 
Bible, may have on a pious, well 
regulated and well informed mind, 
they have an influence, deadly and 
extensive, on the minds of the ig- 
norant and credulous. We believe 
the friends of truth, among us, have 
not acted wisely in their determina- 
tion to let falsehood run through 
the land and diffuse her poison, 
without the fear of exposure or op- 
position. ‘To follow error in all its 
wanderings is an ungracious task— 
one that requires patience as well 
as discrimination; and we have not 
much doubt, it is partly owing to 
this circumstance the sentiment has 
widely extended, that it is better to 
let error alone, than attempt to 
check it—especially, when it clothes 
itself in the filthy habiliments of 
personalities,and profaneness, which 
would gladly gain the credit of 
original wit. Many a dark and dir- 
ty cell must be visited by the Christ- 
ian philanthropist, before misery 
will leave our world—and the ad- 
vocate of truth must venture tocome 
into contact with some pollution be- 
fore every hiding-place of error will 
be laid open to the purifying influ- 
ences of the gospel. 
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The following extract of a letter, 
written by a gentleman residing in 
Qhio, will illustrate these remarks. 

“T have nothing specially favour- 
able to communicate respecting the 
state of religion in this country.— 
Things are going much in the usual 
train. I fear there is an increase 
ef error and vice among us. This 
must be imputed first and prineipal- 
ly to the depravity of the human 
he sart, 
proper religious instruction. But 
one of the great and principal ex- 
citing causes, in my view, is the in- 
fluence of vile publications, from 
the land of the pilgrims and of steady 
habits. These publications flow 
along, teeming with lies, and in 
many places there is none to con- 
tradict them: and many honest, 
well-meaning people, as sincerely 
belicve them, as the deluded Ma- 
hometan believes his Aleoran. Un- 
less some counteracting influence, 
sufficiently powerful, is exerted to 
sweep away these refuges of lies, 
multitudes will be led to ruin. Is 
there not some one suitably quali- 
fied to became the editor of a pa- 
per, whose sole object shall be to 
hunt these forgers and propagators 

lies, from rock to rock, and 
swamp to swamp, and hedge to 
hedge, and hole to hole, until they 


find no resting place, this side of 


repentance ! I would very cheer- 
fully subseribe for a number of cop- 
ies of such a paper, ably conducted, 
to distribute gratis. I think it would 
have extensive patronage.” 

aa 


BXTRACT OF A LETTER. 
it 


, February 2, 182 
Now, my dear friend, what can 
we do to promote the kingdom and 
interest of the dear Redeemer, in 
the world? Shall.we say, We are 
feeble and dependant creatures! 
Whether our strength be great or 


Extract of a Letter. 


connected with a dearth of 
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small, we can as easily employ it 


for Christ, as against him. T hough 


we are dependant on God; yet 
we are not more dependant than 
the angels in heaven. ‘They can 
do nothing independently of God ; 
yet they are instrumental of ac- 
complishing his purposes; and so 
are we. They act, as He causes 
them toact; and sodo we. They 
are instrumental of his glory and 
the greatest good; and so are we. 
But they aim at the promotion of 
the greatest good, in all they 
do. And is this the case with us? 
Or do we accomplish the purposes 
of God from a sole and supreme re- 
gard to our own private interest { 
O that our hearts might be filled 
with that holy love to God, which 
shall render us cheerfully obedient 
to every intimation of his will. O 
that ours may be the blessedness 
of walking in the ordinances and 
statutes of the Lord, blameless.— 
There is a peculiar pleasure to be 
taken in denying ourselves for the 
the sake of the great Redeemer.— 
And how grateful we ought to be 
for the precious privilege ? How 
precious the privilege of employing 
our time and strength in the 
vice and praise of our heavenly 
Father? How thankful ought we 
to be for the privilege of doing 
something in this world towards 
promoting the interests of Zion and 
the salvation of souls, which are to 
exist to eternity? This last privi- 
lege we can enjoy Only during our 
short stay in this world. Let us, 
then, my dear friend, be up and do- 
ing. Do keep near the throne of 
grace, and beseech God to revive 
his work. Grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

—Finally, be of good comfort : 
for the Lord reigns. He will ac- 
complish al/the gracious and be- 
nevolent purposes of his heart.— 
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How can we help rejoicing, that 
all creatures, things and events 
will be, in some way or other, sub- 
servient to his glory and the great- 
est good ? Let us only choose the 
Lord for our God, and we shall 
not dare to fear the instruments, 
with which He fulfils his wise and 
benevolent purposes, Let us choose 
Jehovah for our portion ; and what 
can we want beside ?” 


ON CONTROVERSY. 


From the manner and spirit 


with which disputes, on points of 


doctrine, have been too frequently 
managed, many have imbibed a 
prejudice against all controversy 


on religious subjects. No. one, 
however, will question the proprie- 
ty of free and candid discussion.— 


And, whenever disputes, on doc- 
trinal points, are managed with 
that temper and candour, which 
the importance of religious subjects 
r squires ; it may be reasonably 
hoped, that some real advantage 
may arise from them. 





«Missions. The London Miss. Reg- 
ister states the whole pumber of mis- 
sionary stations, throughout the world, 
to be 289; number of Missionaries, 584; 
number of Native Assistanis, 394; 
nunber of pupils im the missionary 
schools, 50.000, and the number of 
members in the Churches, 37,919. 

Almerican Board. The amonni of 
donations to the Board, in the months 
of Vecember and January, was 10,096 
dollars, exclusive of clothing. 


The Misstonary Herald for January, 


1 tates the whole number of prea 
c} the Gospel, sent out by the 
B ; Native preachers and 
0 6 Labourers from this 
country, iaciluding missionaries and 


Summary of Religious Kutelligence. 


——- 





‘ 


Such is the inactivity, and so 
great the indolence of the human 
mind, in pursuit of the noblest ob- 
jects, that it needs every motive, 
every stimulus, to excite it to ex- 
ertion. Its powers are awakened, 
and its invention sharpened, by 
opposition. Hence, by this kind of 
collision of minds, new light is 
often struck up, and arguments 
produced in support of the truth, 
which would otherwise have es- 
caped observation. 

Were the human mind suffic- 
Ti ntly possessed of a spirit of be- 
nevolence and love, no other mo- 
tive to an exertion of all its pow- 
ers, in search after truth, would 
be, either needed, or have influ- 
ence. For the want of this, it is, 
that bitterness and personality too 
often mingle themselves with re- 
ligious diputes. Yet, notwithstand- 
ing these unnecessary ingredients, 
unwelcome, generally, to the rea- 
der; controversial writings are, 
oftentimes, beneficial; and the 
cause of truth receives essential 
advantages from them. 


Srerpuen West, D. D. 


male assistants, 73. Stations 35:— 
Churches organized, 13 ; Schools, about 
150; Pupils, about 7500. About 60 
heathen youths have been members of 
the Foreign Mission School at Corn- 
wall. The present number of scholar 
is 14. 

American Bible Sociely. The re- 
ceipts for December, 1825, were $22- 
63 20. Bibles and Testaments issued 
in the same time, to the amount of 
$17 11 Sl. 

Revivals of Religion. 


, 


There are 


said to be revivals in several towns im 
the western part of New York. In 
Rome, Oneida county, the work is rep 
resented as general and remarkably 


rapid in its progress. 


There is a pleas 
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ing revival of religion in the West So- 
ciety, in Taunton, Mass. The revival 
ismaking progress in Williamstown, 
Mass. There are said to be about 70 
hopeful converts. A gentleman who 
has lately been in the vicinity of Whate- 
ly, Mass. represents the late revival 
there, to have been remarkably exten- 
sive. Out of 1000 inhabitants, the pop- 
ulation of the town, about 300 are 
thought to have experienced a change 
of heart, during this revival. Revivals 
are mentioned as having commenced 
in Brimfield, Sturbridge and South- 
bridge, Mass. Seventy-eight have re- 
cently been added to the Church m 
Monson, Mass. and ten more are pro- 
pounded. 


—_—— 
@RDINATIONS AND INSTALLATIONS. 


1825, November 9th, Ordained Rev. 
James Kent, over the Presbyterian 
Church in Trumbull, Con. and Rev. 
Avanson BENEDICT, as an evangelist. 
Sermon by Rev. Mr. Hewet. 

1825, November 17th, Ordained 
Rev. Pai.ir Payson as pastor of the 
orthodox Congfegational Church, in 
Leominster, Mass, Sermon by Rev. 


Dr. Payson of Portland, from Jeremi- 
ah, xv. 9. 
1825, November 23d, Ordained Rev. 


FiLAvet GriswoLp, as an evangelist, 


at Shelburn, Mass. 
Mr. Cannon of Gill. 

1825, December Ist, Installed Rev. 
Mr. Staunton, as pastor of the Con- 
gregational Church in Bethlehem, Con. 

1826, January 4th, Rev. Harvey 
Goopwin as colleague pastor with the 
Rev. Dr. Catlin, of New Marlborough, 
Mass. Sermon by Rey. Mr. Gale, of 
New Hartford, Con. 

1826, January 4th, Installed Rev. 
Royat WaAsnBuRn, as pastor of the 
first Church in Amherst, Mass. Ser- 
mon by Rev. Professor Stewart. 

1826, January 1ith, Ordained Rev. 
Josaua BARRETT, as pastor of the sec- 
ond Congregational Church in Plym- 
outh, Mass. Sermon by Rey. Enos 
Pratt, of Barnstable, from 2 Corinthi- 
ans,iv. 7. 

1826, January 11th, Ordained Rev. 
Isaac Witvey, as pastorof the Cong. 
Church in Rochester, N. H. Sermon 
by Rev. President Taylor, from Acts 
xx. 28. 


Sermon by Rev. 


Ordinations, §¢.— Poetry. 


FEBRUARY, 


1826, January 1th, Ordained Rey. 
ManninG Entcis, as pastor of the 
Congregational Church in Brooksville, 
Me. Sermon by Rev. Professor 
Smith. 

826, January 18th, Installed Rev. 
Erastus Marrsy, as pastor of the 
Trinitarian Church in Taunton, Mass. 
Sermon by Rev. Mr. Wisner. At the 
same time Rey. George Cowles was 
ordained as an evangelist. 

OO TRA PTE SL SRNR I a 


POETRY. 


WHAT IS TIME? 


I asked an aged man, a man of cares, 

Wrinkled and curved and white with hoary 
hairs; 5 

“Time is the warp of life,” he said, “ O tell 

The young, the fair, the gay, to weave it 
well !” 


I ask’d the ancient, venerable dead, 

Sages who wrote, and warriors who bled; 
From the cold grave a hollow murmur flow'd, 
‘*Time sow’d the seeds we reap in this 


abode!” 


T ask’d a dying sinner, ere the stroke 

Of ruthless death life’s golden bowl had 
broke, 

I ask’d him, What is time? 
plied 

“ T’ve lost it! Ah! the treasure !”” 


“ Time,” he re- 


and he died! 


I ask’d the golden sun and silver spheres, 

Those bright chronometers of days and vears ; 

They answered, “Time is but a meteor’s 
glare,” 

And bade me for eternity prepare. 


Tfask’d the seasons in their annual round, 

Which beautify or desolate the ground ; 

And they replied (no oracle more wise) 

“Tis folly’s blank, and wisdom’s highest 
prize !” 

T ask’d a spirit loet; but O the shriek 

That pierced my soul! 1 shudder while I 
speak ! 

It cried A particle! a speck! a mite, 

Of endless years, duration infinite !” 

Of things inanimate my dial I 

Consulted; and it made me this reply ; 

“ Time is the season fair of living well, 

The path to Glory, or the path to Hell” 


I ask’d old father Time himself, at last; 

But in a moment he flew swiftly past ; 

His chariot wasa oloud, the viewless wind, 
His noiseless steeds,which left no trace behind. 


I ask’d the mighty angel, who shall stand 

One foot on sea. and one on solid land, 

By Heaven’s great King, I swear the myste- 
ry’s o’er, 

‘Time WAS,’ hecried, ‘but time shall be 
no more "” 





